[Drug treatment of migraine attacks. Pharmacological considerations].
In the 1990s, the Decade of the Brain, significant progress has been made in our understanding of the pathophysiological events that take place during a migraine attack. Simultaneously, a big step forward has been made as regards drug therapy. The development of the 5-Hydroxy Tryptamine ID (5HT1D)-agonist sumatriptan has changed the lives of many migraine sufferers. This review describes attack management with analgesics, non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), ergotamines and sumatriptan. Adverse events associated with ergotamines and use of sumatriptan are focused upon, with special attention to the pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic aspects of both these drugs. Sumatriptan has both vascular and neurogenic effects, both of which may be necessary for a good clinical outcome.